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I’m off on vacation so we will have a “guest columnist” 
this month. Frederick Buechner is one of my favorite 
authors; a Presbyterian pastor and writer, he does have 
a way with words. This snippet from Beyond Words: 
Daily Readings in the ABC’s of Faith, is entitled 
“Imagination.”  
 
Even a thousand miles inland you can smell the sea 
and hear the mewing of gulls if you give thought to it.  
You can see in your mind’s eye the living faces of people 
long dead or hear in the mind’s ear the United States 
Marine Band playing “The Stars and Stripes Forever.”  If 
you work at it, you can smell the smell of autumn 
leaves burning or taste a chocolate malted.  You don’t 
have to be asleep to dream dreams either.  There are 
those who can come up with dramas laid twenty thou-
sand leagues under the sea or take a little girl through a 
looking glass.  Imagining is perhaps as close as humans 
get to creating something out of nothing the way God is 
said to.  It is a power that to one degree or another eve-
rybody has or can develop, like whistling.  Like muscles, 
it can be strengthened through practice and exercise.  
Keep at it until you can actually hear your grandfather's 
voice, for instance, or feel the rush of hot air when you 
open the 450-degree oven. 
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St. James Mission Statement: 
“To inspire our parishioners 
and community to grow in 
unity with Christ.” 

                       

          

Imagination 
     
     The Rev. Mary K. Morrison, Rector 
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Education for Ministry  
Begins this Fall 

 

Lay persons are called to ministry by the 
church. Lay ministry is different from or-
dained ministry, but does require some 
training and education.  EfM helps us to 
face the difficult and often subtle task of 
interpreting the richness of the church's 
faith in a complex and confusing world.  
A theological education supports our faith 
and also teaches us to express that faith 
in day-to-day events. As the emphasis on 
lay ministry has grown, EfM has come to 
play an important role by providing a pro-
gram that develops an informed and 
knowledgeable laity. EfM is a four year 
program that you commit to one year at a 
time.  Registration is $350 per person per 
year and covers the cost of your class and 
your book. 
 
Join EfM this fall and dig deeper into the 
Christian faith, studying the Bible, 
Church history and theological ideas and 
reflect on connecting faith with life ex-
periences.  
 
On Monday, Sept. 13th at 6:30 pm there 
will be an information meeting for EfM in 
the new conference room at St. James 
Episcopal Church. Please come if you are 
interested in finding out more about Edu-
cation for Ministry. 
 
 "And now, Father, send us out to do the 
work you have given us to do, to love and 
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ 
our Lord." 

 
 

 
 

 

Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for submission of arti-
cles for the October issue of  The 
Episcopalian is  Tuesday, Sept. 21.  

(Continued from page 1) 

          If imagination plays a major role in the 
creation of literature, it plays a major one 
also in the appreciation of it.  It is essential 
to read imaginatively as well as to write 
imaginatively if you want to know  what’s 
really going on.  A good novelist helps us do 
this by stimulating our imaginations—
sensory detail is especially useful in this re-
gard, such as the way characters look and 
dress, the sounds and smell of the places 
they live and so on— but then we have to do 
our part.  It is especially important to do it 
in reading the Bible.  Be the man who trips 
over a suitcase of hundred-dollar bills bur-
ied in the field he’s plowing if you want to 
know what the Kingdom of Heaven is all 
about (Matthew 12:44).  Listen to Jesus say-
ing, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” )
Matthew 11”28)  until you can hear him, if 
you want to know what faith is all about. 
          If you want to know what loving your 
neighbors is all about, look at them with 
more than just your eyes.  The bag lady set-
tling down for the night on the hot-air grat-
ing.  The two children chirping like birds in 
the branches of a tree.  The bride as she 
walks down the aisle on her father’s arm.  
The old man staring into space in the nurs-
ing-home TV room.  Try to know them for 
who they are inside their skins.  Hear not 
just the words they speak, but the worlds 
they do not speak.  Feel what it’s like to be 
who they are —chirping like a bird because 
for the moment you are a bird, trying no to 
wobble as you move slowly into the future 
with all eyes upon you. 
          When Jesus said, “All ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, “ he was seeing the 
rich as well as the poor, the lucky as well as 
the unlucky, the idle as well as the industri-
ous.  He was seeing the bride on her wed-
ding day.  He was seeing the old man in 
front of the TV.  He was seeing all of us.  The 
highest work of the imagination is to have 
eyes like that. 
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What’s Happening  
At 

St. James 

Deanery Meeting Here 
September 25th  

There will be a Deanery meeting at St. 
James on Saturday, September 25th.  
The Diocese will be presenting the 
budget for us to look at and ask ques-
tions in preparation for the Diocesan 
Convention on Saturday, November 
6th at St. Andrew’s in Saratoga.  Alter-
nates and Delegates to Convention 
should plan on attending this meting, 
and everyone is welcome.  Lunch will 
be provided for a minimal charge.  
Time to b announced. 

 Get in Focus 
The odds are good that 
your kids get an an-
nual eye exam—a stan-
dard part of a well-
child visit.  But what 
about your eyes?  If 

you or your spouse haven’t been to 
an eye doctor recently, make an ap-
pointment.  Every adult needs a peri-
odic vision and glaucoma exam: your 
doctor will tell you how often.  From 
age 40 on, you should get checked 
for presbyopia----the natural gradual 
loss of lens flexibility….especially if 
you’re holding books farther away, 
can’t see the computer clearly or get 
headaches after close work like 
checking e-mail on your PDA or 
stitching.  Solutions include reading 
glasses or special contact lenses.  So 
Visit Your Vision Specialist in Sep-
tember. 
      Your St. James Health Ministry 

HOPE AND HARMONY 
FUNDRAISER  

 
 
On Saturday, September 11th 
St. James and Hospice of San 

Luis Obispo will hold a fundraiser.  The 
Hope and Harmony Festival begins at 5pm 
here at St. James.  Included in the evening 
is a Silent Auction.  Items are needed that 
are valued at $50 and above. Homemade 
pies are also needed—talk to Lucy if you 
can help.  Tickets can be purchased in the 
office!!  Get yours today! 

St. James is on Facebook!
 

Did you know you live in the age of Face-
book? Facebook is the largest web site in 
the world with tens of millions of people 
who are members. Many people use 
Facebook to find long lost friends from 
junior high or high school days. Face-
book is also replacing “old fashioned” e-
mail among friends. Many organizations 
also have “pages”. St. James’ has a fan 
page. You’ll find updates posted and pho-
tos of events. You may find us by typing 
in “St. James’ Paso Robles” (no quote 
marks) in the search bar. If you prefer, 
you may type the whole address into a 
web browser: http://www.facebook.com/
pages/Paso-Robles-CA/St-James-Paso-
Robles/351767680734?ref=ts. Click on 
the “like” square. To view all of the infor-
mation, you’ll need to have a free Face-
book account.  It’s very easy to create a 
page. If you need assistance, let the office 
know and we’ll send an “Episcotech” to 
help you join the wave of the future. 
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Diocesan Youth Camping Trip September 24-26  

Attention youth groups, grades 6 through 12: grab your sleeping bags and head for Big Sur! 
The river is wonderful for swimming, relaxing, or tubing. There are beautiful 
places to hike and to rest and to read and to dream and to play. We’ll have camp-
fires and fun. We’ll eat good food. We’ll enjoy old friends and make new friends. 
We'll worship together in the beautiful outdoor chapel. Bring your own 
gear, share tents with friends. The sign up deadline is September 11 and 
space is limited, so get your registration in early. The cost is $20 each 

The MDG’s and our Companion Diocese:  
Scholarship Programs 

The Second Millennium Development Goal (MDG) is: Achieve universal primary 
education. In 2005, it was estimated that, worldwide, 120 million school-age children were not 
in school. In low-income countries, about one quarter of the children who DID go to school 
dropped out before completing five years. The target associated with this goal is audacious: To 
ensure that by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full 
course of primary schooling. “Christ the Teacher has been an inspiration for Christians down 
the centuries to support education, and the churches have consistently advocated for support 
for education and been involved in its delivery.” (1) 
You might ask, “What can I do about this? The problem is really too big for me, or even us, to 

even begin to tackle!” Actually, there is much you can do through the Scholarship Program es-
tablished by our diocese to assist children in our companion diocese, Western Tanganyika. 
This diocese is located in central eastern Africa near Africa’s Great Rift Valley on the shores of 

Lake Tanganyika. It is geographically the largest diocese of the 19 dioceses of the Anglican 
Church of Tanzania. Its Bishop, Gerard Mpango, and his wife Margaret were among the delega-
tion of Companion Diocese visitors we hosted last September. At that time Bishop Gerard was 
chief pastor to 150 parishes in 32 deaneries – but, as he reported to us then, new parishes are 
formed nearly every month! 
Because free public education does not exist in Tanzania, a nation where over half the popu-

lation lives on less than $2 a day, the scholarship program is focused on two groups of stu-
dents: 

Children of the Anglican Priests. The monthly stipend for priests is very small, sometimes 
as little as $15 per month. Scholarships are needed to enable their children to receive an 
education. Because these children live at home, the cost is modest: $200 - $300 per year. 
Orphans, especially those who have lost both parents due to HIV/AIDS. This is a large 
and serious problem, and many eager students have been forced to leave school due to lack 
of resources to pay tuition. The need to fund room and board means that this program costs 
more per child. It is focused on girls attending secondary school, and the annual cost 
ranges from $500 to $1,000 per year. 

During the month of September, to share the blessings we received in our education, you have 
the opportunity to send a Tanganyikan student to school.   Write a check to St. James, desig-
nate it “Scholarships,” and put it in the offering plate any Sunday morning in September.  Of-
fering envelopes are available on the table in the entry of the church.  The funds collected will 
join with others in our Diocese to help Tanganyikan students attend school. 
                                                    Deacon Jo Weber and Kathy Hansen 
 
(1)“What Can One Person Do? Faith to Heal a Broken World”, ed: Sabina Alkire and Edmund Newell, 2005. 
New York: Church Publishing. 
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                                Buildings and Grounds 
Laura Learned                      Junior Warden 
Darlene Westbrock              Communication 
Marilyn Gerber         Outreach/Membership 
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Laura Learned                                Worship 
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DELEGATES TO CONVENTION 2010 

Susan Hansen 
Liz Hastings 
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Alternates 
Joe Chouinard 
Laura Learned 
Tom Westbrock 
 

ST. JAMES MINISTRIES 

Altar Guild                              Cecile Joyner 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew         Ray Gordon 
Church Band                         Laura Learned 
Episcopal Church Women         Lucy Simola 
Loaves and Fishes          The Rev. Jackie Sebro 
Health Ministry                       Sheila Vossler 
United Thank Offering           Susan Hansen 

 
 

Pieces of the Poverty Puzzle 
 

On Thursday, September 23, Central 
Coast Clergy and Laity for Justice will 
sponsor the first of its 2010-11 General 
Meetings on the theme, “Pieces of the 
Poverty Puzzle.”  During the first half of 
the meeting, Jessica Rothhaar represent-
ing Health Access and Biz Steinberg from 
CAPSLO will offer their perspectives on 
poverty at the statewide and SLO County 
levels respectively.  During the second 
half, participants will join one of three 
small groups and explore various solu-
tions to the crisis of poverty.  Those inter-
active groups include People’s Self Help 
Housing, Poverty Bridge, and Green Jobs.  
The meeting will be held at the United 
Church of Christ (Congregational), 11245 
Los Osos Valley Rd., SLO.  A time for net-
working will begin at 6:00 pm with the 
program beginning at 6:30.  The meeting 
is open to the public. 

Remember Amazon 

If you are going to purchase books, or just about 
anything else, through Amazon, remember to ac-
cess Amazon through the link on our web page.  
By doing this, St. James receives a percentage of  
your purchase price with no cost to you. It is an 
easy way to support St. James! 
                  www.stjamespasorobles.org 
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This page contains the calendar in the 

printed version of the newsletter.  To 

see the calendar on line please visit our 

web page at www.stjamespasorobles.

org. 
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St. James Episcopal Church 
514 14th Street 
Paso Robles, CA 93446 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

Rest in Peace 
O God, we praise your Holy Name for your ser-
vants who have finished their course in your 
faith and fear. 

Cleon Babka 

 
Healing 
Mercifully accept our prayers and grant your 
servants the help of your power that their sick-
ness may be turned into health. 

Bob Simola, Gene Durrett, Jean Sudden 
Barbara Sebro 

 
Thanksgivings 
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all 
that you have done for us. 
 

 
If you have a Prayer Request 
Contact one of the following members of 
the Prayer Chain: 

Lucy Simola 238-1290 
Mary Ann Tison 238-1206 
Bev Tornquist 238-4685 

Birthdays 
Wishing you joy and God’s love and peace! 

Anniversaries 
Wishing you many more years of happiness and 
God’s continued blessings! 

Mike Learned Sept. 5 Matt Learned Sept. 5 

Ivy Page Sept. 8 Jason Rys Sept. 12 

Patricia Breckow Sept. 26   

    

    

    

    

Doug and Lani Woods September 12, 1971 

Jim and Ginny Rookus September 23 

  

  

  

  

  

  


